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State Water Project Supply Update

Colorado River Supply Update

2021 Supply and Demand Balances

Dry-Year WSDM Actions Underway

Water Supply Condition Framework
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State Water Project Supply 
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5% in calendar year 2014

Allocation reduced in prior years

Allocation typically finalized by May
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Percent of Normal 
Precipitation 

Water Year to date

As of 4/10/2021
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5th driest Oct-Mar in 102 years
(wetter than 1977, 1924, 1976, 1931)

16% of the annual 
precipitation occurs Apr - Sep
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Peaked on 
3/24:  
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As of 4/10/2021
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Storage at Lake Oroville is currently 
41% of capacity

Projected to be at 

record low storage 

at the 90% Forecast

50% Forecast



WP&S Committee   Item 6a   Slide 8 April 12, 2021 

Colorado River Supply
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Percent of Normal 
Precipitation 

Water Year to date

As of 4/10/2021
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42% of the annual 
precipitation occurs Apr - Sep

74% of 
Normal 

Water Year 
to Date
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Continental Divide

Upper Colorado River Basin

Continental Divide

Upper Colorado River Basin

Denver, Colorado
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2021 Supply/Demand Balance
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Consumptive & 
Replenishment 

Demand:
1.53 MAF

Obligations/Losses:  
116 TAF

1.65 MAF
Preliminary Demand 

Projection
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1.65 MAF
Preliminary Demand 

Projection

1,015 TAF
CRA

96 TAF Table A

1.11 MAF
Current Supply 

Estimate

537 TAF
can be satisfied through 

additional imported supplies 
and/or available WSDM actions
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Dry-Year WSDM Actions Underway



WP&S Committee   Item 6a   Slide 17 April 12, 2021 

Potential transfer supply purchases

State Water Contractors Buyers Group

Yuba Accord supplies

Withdrawing from dry-year storage 

Flex Storage (Castaic and Lake Perris)

Conjunctive Use Programs

SWP Groundwater Banking Programs

ICS and DWCV Advanced Delivery 
Account 

AZ

NV
UT

DVL, Lake 
Mathews, Lake 
Skinner, CUP

DWCV

Lake 
Mead

Flex 
Storage

SWP 
Banking

SWP 
Carryover

NVTransfer 
Supplies



WP&S Committee   Item 6a   Slide 18 April 12, 2021 

DVL to Lakeview

DVL to Mills

Greg Ave Pumping

Shifting agency 
demands
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Water Supply Condition Framework
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Adopted in 2008 

Purpose:  To communicate the urgency of the region’s water 
supply situation and the need for further water conservation 
practices

Framework intended to encourage proactive steps to reduce the 
region’s water demand to mitigate the need for more severe 
actions
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Feb

2014

April 

2015

May

2016

May

2017

Ongoing conservation, recycling, and outreach 
to build storage

BASELINE

Water Use Efficiency

Local agency voluntary dry-year 
conservation measures and use of regional 
storage reserves

CONDITION 1

Water Supply Watch

Regional call for conservation through drought 
ordinances and other measures to mitigate use 
of storage

CONDITION 2

Water Supply Alert

Implement Water Supply Allocation Plan:

Level:    1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9 . . . 

CONDITION 3

Water Supply Allocation
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SWP allocation is 5%

March forecast indicates first shortage declaration projected for 
2022 for the Colorado River System

Implementing WSDM actions to satisfy 2021 supply-demand gap 
and preserve SWP Carryover storage for 2022

Currently at Condition 1 – Water Supply Watch




