The Metropolitan Water District Act

PREFACE

This volume constitutes an annotated version of the Metropolitan Water District Act, as
reenacted by the California State Legislature in 1969 and as amended in 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973,
1974, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1981, 1984, 1985, 1995, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2004, and 2008. Where
there is no legislative history given for a section of this act, it is because the section was enacted
as part of the nonsubstantive revision of the Metropolitan Water District Act, Statutes 1969,
chapter 209. The editorial work was done by the office of the General Counsel of The
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. To facilitate use of the act, catchlines or
catchwords enclosed by brackets have been inserted to indicate the nature of the sections which
follow. Also, a table of contents has been set at the beginning of the act. Such table of contents
and catchlines or catchwords are not a part of the act as enacted by the Legislature. This
annotated act will be kept up to date by means of supplemental pages issued each year in which
there is a change to the act.

(Statutes 1969, ch.209, as amended;
West’s California Water Code — Appendix Section 109
Deering’s California Water Code — Uncodified Act 570)



board to be equitable, may fix rates for the sale and delivery to member public agencies of water
obtained by the district from one source of supply in substitution for water obtained by the
district from another and different source of supply, and may charge for such substitute water at
the rate fixed for the water for which it is so substituted.

Sec. 134. [Adequacy of Water Rates; Uniformity of Rates]

The Board, so far as practicable, shall fix such rate or rates for water as will result in
revenue which, together with revenue from any water stand-by or availability service charge or
assessment, will pay the operating expenses of the district, provide for repairs and maintenance,
provide for payment of the purchase price or other charges for property or services or other rights
acquired by the district, and provide for the payment of the interest and principal of the bonded
debt subject to the applicable provisions of this act authorizing the issuance and retirement of the
bonds. Those rates, subject to the provisions of this chapter, shall be uniform for like classes of
service throughout the district.

Amended by Stats. 1984, ch. 271
Sec. 134.5. [Water Standby or Availability of Service Charge|

(a) The board may, from time to time, impose a water standby or availability service
charge within a district. The amount of revenue to be raised by the service charge shall be as
determined by the board.

(b) Allocation of the service charge among member public agencies shall be in
accordance with a method established by ordinance or resolution of the board. Factors that may
be considered include, but are not limited to, historical water deliveries by a district; projected
water service demands by member public agencies of a district; contracted water service
demands by member public agencies of a district; service connection capacity; acreage; property
parcels; population, and assessed valuation, or a combination thereof.

(c) The service charge may be collected from the member public agencies of a district. As
an alternative, a district may impose a service charge as a standby charge against individual
parcels within the district.

In implementing this alternative, a district may exercise the powers of a county water
district under Section 31031 of the Water Code, except that, notwithstanding Section 31031 of
the Water Code, a district may (1) raise the standby charge rate above ten dollars ($10) per year
by a majority vote of the board, and (2) after taking into account the factors specified in
subdivision (b), fix different standby charge rates for parcels situated within different member
public agencies.



(d) Before imposing or changing any water standby or availability service charge pursuant
to this section, a district shall give written notice to each member public agency not less than 45
days prior to final adoption of the imposition or change.

(e) As an alternative to the two methods set forth in subdivision (c), a district, at the
option of its board, may convert the charge to a benefit assessment to be levied pursuant to
Sections 134.6 to 134.9, inclusive.

Added by Stats. 1984, ch. 271.
Sec. 134.6. [Benefit Assessment General Authority]

(a) The board may by ordinance or resolution, adopted after notice and public hearing,
determine and propose for adoption, subject to the approval of the voters as provided in
subdivision (e), an annual water standby or availability assessment on each parcel of real
property within the jurisdiction of each member public agency of the district, except that the
board shall not impose an assessment upon a federal or state governmental agency or another
local agency.

(b) The board may establish zones or areas of benefit within the district or within its
member public agencies and may restrict the imposition of the assessments to areas lying within
one or more of the zones or areas of benefit established within the district or within its member
public agencies.

(c) The benefit assessment shall be levied on a parcel, class of improvement to property,
or use of property basis, or a combination thereof, within the boundaries of the district, member
public agency, zone, or area of benefit.

(d) The assessment may be levied against any parcel, improvement, or use of property to
which water service, through a member public agency, may be made available, directly or
indirectly, whether or not that service is actually used.

(e) An ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be submitted to
the eligible voters within the district and shall take effect upon approval of the proposition by a
majority of the voters voting on the proposition. The election shall be held and conducted
substantially in accordance with Article 2 (commending with Section 210) of Chapter 1 of Part 5.

Added by Stats. 1984, ch. 271.
Sec. 134.7. [Benefit Assessment Hearing]
(a) For the first fiscal year in which a benefit assessment is proposed to be levied pursuant

to this act, the board shall cause a written report to be prepared and filed with the executive
secretary of the district which shall contain all of the following information:



