The Metropolitan Water District Act

PREFACE

This volume constitutes an annotated version of the Metropolitan Water District Act, as
reenacted by the California State Legislature in 1969 and as amended in 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973,
1974, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1981, 1984, 1985, 1995, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2004, and 2008. Where
there is no legislative history given for a section of this act, it is because the section was enacted
as part of the nonsubstantive revision of the Metropolitan Water District Act, Statutes 1969,
chapter 209. The editorial work was done by the office of the General Counsel of The
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. To facilitate use of the act, catchlines or
catchwords enclosed by brackets have been inserted to indicate the nature of the sections which
follow. Also, a table of contents has been set at the beginning of the act. Such table of contents
and catchlines or catchwords are not a part of the act as enacted by the Legislature. This
annotated act will be kept up to date by means of supplemental pages issued each year in which
there is a change to the act.

(Statutes 1969, ch.209, as amended;
West’s California Water Code — Appendix Section 109
Deering’s California Water Code — Uncodified Act 570)



CHAPTER 2
WATER
Sec. 130. [General Powers to Provide Water Services]
A district may do all of the following:
(a) Acquire water and water rights within or without the state.
(b) Develop, store, and transport water.

(c) Provide, sell, and deliver water at wholesale for municipal and domestic uses and
purposes.

(d) Fix the rates for water, and the amount of any water standby or availability service
charge or assessment. Any such water standby or availability service charge or assessment shall
be deemed to be amounts paid by the member public agency to the district on tax assessments.

(e) Acquire, construct, operate, and maintain any and all works, facilities, improvements,
and property necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers granted by this section.

Amended by Stats. 1984, ch. 271.
Sec. 130.5 [Legislative Findings and Declarations Relating to Conservation]
(a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California reports that
conservation provides 7 percent of its “water resource mix” for 1998, and conservation is
projected to provide 13 percent of its total water resources by 2020. Conservation, water
recycling, and groundwater recovery, combined, provide 12 percent of the district’s total water
resources for 1998 and those water resources are projected to increase to 25 percent of the
district’s total water resources by 2020.

(2) Itis the intent of the Legislature that the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California expand water conservation, water recycling, and groundwater recovery
efforts.

(b) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California shall place increased
emphasis on sustainable, environmentally sound, and cost-effective water conservation,
recycling, and groundwater storage and replenishment measures.



(c) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California shall hold an annual public
hearing, which may be held during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California during which the district shall review its
urban water management plan, adopted pursuant to Part 2.6 (commencing with Section 10610) of
Division 6 of the Water Code, for adequacy in achieving an increased emphasis on cost-effective
conservation, recycling, and groundwater recharge in accordance with this section. The Board of
Directors of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California may modify any ongoing
program as necessary to meet that requirement consistent with the district’s urban water
management plan.

(d) The district shall invite to the hearings knowledgeable persons from the fields of
water conservation and sustainability, and shall consider factors of availability, water quality,
regional self-sufficiency, benefits for species and environment, the totality of life-cycle costs,
including avoided costs, and short- and long-term employment and economic benefits.

(e) On or before February 1, 2001, and on or before each February 1 thereafter, the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California shall prepare and submit to the Legislature a
report on its progress in achieving the goals of increased emphasis on cost-effective conservation,
recycling, and groundwater recharge in accordance with this section, and any recommendations
for actions with regard to policy or budget matters to facilitate the achievement of those goals.

(f) Nothing in this section shall diminish the authority of the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California pursuant to Section 25 or any other provision of this act, or otherwise
affect the purposes of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as described in
existing law.

Added Stats. 1999, ch. 415.

Sec. 130.7 [Programs of Groundwater Recharge and Replenishment, Watershed
Management, Habitat Restoration, and Environmentally Compatible Community
Development]

(a) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California in cooperation with the
following entities, shall participate in considering programs of groundwater recharge and
replenishment, watershed management, habitat restoration, and environmentally compatible
community development utilizing the resource potential of the Los Angeles River, the San
Gabriel River, or other southern California rivers, including storm water runoff from these rivers:

(1) Member public agencies whose boundaries include any part of the Los
Angeles River, the San Gabriel River, or any other river in southern California.

(2) The Water Replenishment District of Southern California.

(3) Local public water purveyors and other appropriate groundwater entities.



(4) The County of Los Angeles.
(5) The United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(b) Nothing in this section affects the powers and purposes of the Water Replenishment
District of Southern California or any other groundwater management entity, the County of Los
Angeles, local public water purveyors, or the United States Army Corps of Engineers.

Added Stats 1999, ch. 415.

Sec. 131. [Sales to United States, State of California and Private Corporations and Public
Agencies]

(a) A district may provide, sell, and deliver water and water service to the United States
of America or to any board, department or agency thereof or to the State of California for any use
or purpose pursuant to contract therefor.

The contract may be for permanent service, but shall provide for the furnishing of the
water or water service upon terms and conditions and at rates which will apportion an equitable
share of the capital cost and operating expense of the district's works to the contractee. Every
contract shall provide that at the end of five years from the date of its execution and every three
years thereafter there shall be such readjustment of the contract, upon the demand of either party
thereto, either upward or downward as to rates, as the board of directors of the district may find
to be just and reasonable in order to effectuate the equitable apportionment of the capital costs
and operating expense.

(b) A district may provide, sell, and deliver water and water service, by a contract not to
exceed 50 years, to any private corporation or public agency, or combination thereof, for use in
connection with, or ancillary to, the generation of electric power at plants which are located
outside of the district but which generate power the major portion of which is used directly, or
indirectly through exchange, within the district, or for pumping, producing, treating, or
reclaiming water for use within the district. The contracts shall not aggregate more than 100,000
acre-feet of water from the Colorado River and more than 60,000 acre-feet of water from the
State Water Resources Development System in any one year during that period. Every contract
shall provide that agricultural waste water, brackish ground water, or other water not suitable for
domestic, municipal, or agricultural purposes shall be utilized for powerplant cooling to the
extent practicable, and if not immediately available, the waste or brackish water, as it becomes
available and to the extent practicable, shall replace the fresh water then being used for that
purpose. The water and water service shall be furnished by the district at charges not less than
those corporations or agencies would pay in general taxes to the district, the substantial
equivalent of what those corporations or agencies would pay, directly or indirectly, as a result of
a service charge or assessment imposed by and within the district, and the water rate of the
district applicable to the classification of water delivered to those plants if the plants were located



